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Public Worſhip began, WE DN ES DAT Morning, at 


Eleven o'clock. — Brother GopparD prayed, and 


Brother Joun TAYLOR preached, from James v. 
IO, II. : 


Afternoon, Brother D. TaxrLor preached, from | 


1 Tim. 1.15. 


TrxuxsDar Afternoon, Brother BuxGEss preached |} 


from Gal. ii. 19, 20. 


Chairman, DAN TAYLOR. 


Moderators, { BENJ* POLLARD, 


WM. BURGESS. 
Scribes, 1 ROBERT SMITH, 


JOSEPH BENTLEY. © 
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STATE OF THE CHURCHES. 


— 


ASHFORD. 

WE have had ſome uneaſineſs this year, on account 

of the application from Halifax for our Mi- 
niſter : but our anxiety is now over. We have reason 
to grieve that the converſion of ſinners is so much at 
a ſtand among us. Our hcarers have been fewer 
laſt winter than uſual : Preachings, Church-meetings, 
&c. as laſt year. Some among us, we fear, are too 
indifferent about inward religion, and too careleſs in 
attending the worſhip of God; eſpecially prayer, 
experience, and exhortation meetings. —Others, we 
truſt, deſerve a different character, as being more un- 
reſervedly devoted to God. We are tolerably unani- 
mous. 


BARTON. Preaching at Barton and Huggles- 
coat every Lord's Day, and at Ratby once in the 
fortnight. Pretty well attended with hearers, but 
Converfio1-work goes on ſlowly. Experience trials 
from various quarters, and have reaſon to lament the 
want of primitive life and love—yet, as a Church, 
united, peaceable and happy. We bleſs God for this. 


BIRMINGHAM. Since the laſt Aſſociation have 
bren exerciſed with ſharp trials, which have given 
riſe to fome unhappineſs among us; but we hope we 
are more united than we have been. 


BURNLEY. Preaching twice on a Lord day, 
and frequent prayer meetings. Our congregation 15 
but ſmall, and converſion almoſt at a ftand—could 
wiſh to ſce and feel more of the power and lite of 
godlineſs among ourſelves. 


= BOSTON. Some of our Members are diligent 
and lively ; others, alas! negligent and triſling.— 
Our Miniſter has been long afflicted, on which ac- 

count 


C47 


count we have experienced ſome difficulties. We are 


ſtill, however, well attended with hearers. 
CASTLE-DONINGTON. Meetings and Officers 


as laſt year Pretty well attended with hearers in the 


Afternoon and Evening of the Lord's-day ; but not 
ſo well attended as we wiſh on Lord's-day mornings, 
and on Tueſday and Wedneſday Evenings. Church- 


meetings too much neglected by ſome ;- yet thoſe who 


attend are generally unanimous and peacetul in doing 
Church buſineſs.— Some members, we fear, are too 
low in religion—others, we hope, are otherwiſe. 


CALDWELL. The Church peaceful—mode- 
rately attended with hearers. Brethren, pray for us. 


CHURCH - LANE, WRITECHAPHTL, Loro. 


Three Deacons lately choſen, but not ordained. Our , 


ſtated times of worſhip, ſame as laſt year, We are, 
bleſſed be God, very harmonious ; and pretty well 
attended on Lord's-days—but lukewarmneſs too 
much prevails. We are happy to inform you that 
we are fed with the Truths of the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. 


DERBY. We are ſupplied with Miniſters from 
ſeveral neighbouring Churches, and return them 
our ſincere thanks for their aſſiſtance, and requeſt a 
continuance of this ſupply. 


GAMISTON, and RETFORD. We have our 
trials, but are pretty well attended with hearers—tole- 
rably unanimous—and have a pleafing proſpect of a 
few more being ſoon added to us. 


GOSBERTON. Otacers and Meetings, ſame as 
laſt year ;—pretty well attended with hearers, though 
but tew converted—too much lukewarmneſs prevails 
amongſt us—could wiſh to ſee more love and zeal 
maniteited towards our dear Redeemer. 


HALIFAX. We are poorly attended with hearers ; 
Religion is very low, and ftill continues to decline : 
We ſtill earneſtly wiſh for a revival—and hope it 
would be, if we had a ſuitable Miniſter ſettled a- 
mongſt us. 
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HINCKLEY. The ſtate of Religion ſeems low 

in ſome ; others appear more lively and zealous.— 

moderately attended with hearers. We are not with- 

out our difficulties and troubles—One of our affiftant 
Minifters has declined regular preaching. 


ILKESTON. We are tolerably unanimous in our 
Church-meetings—have chosen two officers this year. 
We are pretty well attended with hearers in all our 
places, (viz.) Ilkeſton, Smalley, and Stanton—yer 
bur little good done, in proportion to our wiſhes. 


St. IVES. Meetings as laſt year—ſome hearers 
appear to be converted. As to our Members, we have 
to complain that ſome of them are too lukewarm and 
negligent, while others are lively, happy, and dili- 
gent in waiting on God. We earneſtly wiſh for a 
revival of religion, and for more brotherly love. 
Brethren pray for us. 


KEGWORTH. Well attended with hearers in 
general ; the Church peaceable, and we hope well 
united. Religion we hope is on the advance. 


 KIRKEBY-WOODHOUSE. Preachings as laſt 
year, except at Sutton Aſhfield, at which place it is 
now every Lord's-day Evening. Well attended with 
hearers on the Lord's-day Atternoon—tolerably una- 
nimous among ourſelves; and hope the work of the 
Lord will till continue to proſper in our hands. 


LEICESTER. Our fituation at preſent is very 
vncomfortable, the members being much divided, 
which we fear will have an injurious influence on the 
cauſe of religion. We intreat an intereſt in the pray- 
ers of our Brethren. 


LEAKE. Officers and Meetings as laſt year, — 
pretty well attended with hearers—tolerably united 
and happy—and hope that Religion is on the advance. 


LONGFORD. One young preacher, who is ex- 
erciſed twice on a Lord's-day. We have many things 
to complain of.—Some members appear zealous and 
lively; others too lukewarm. We deſire to fer more 
of the power and lite of religion amongſt us. 


16 
LONGWOOD. Religion is very low here at 


preſent; hearers but few. Practical Religion is too 
much neglected by ſome who are Members amongſt 
us; and tome have been much affiicted. Brethren 


pray for us. 


LONG-SUTTON. We have experienced many 
troubles for ſome time paſt. However, we now hope 
and truſt that we ſhall enjoy Peace. 


LOUGHBOROUGH. Our public and private 
meetings are tolerably well attended; and we hope 
that ſome have conſiderably grown in grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
But we fear ſome are too cool and indifferent about 
the great concerns of God and Eternity. | 


| MELBOURNE. Reſpecting Church Officers, the 
fame as laſt year. Have had a conſiderable addi- 
tion to the number of our hearers; and hope ſome 
advancement to the kingdom of Chriſt will be the 
effect of it. 


NOTTINGHAM. We are in general tolerably 
unanimous and happy amongſt ourſelves; ſome ap- 
pear lively and zealous in the Cauſe of Chriſt ; and 
we ſincerely wiſh and pray that it was the real cha- 
racter of us all. We have ſeveral members at this 
time exerciſed with very heavy aftliftions. We pray 
that they may work for good. 


QUEENSHEAD. Since laſt Aſſociat ion we have 
raiſed a {mall gallery, and have had many more hear- 
ers than could be accommodated before :—But none 
have given evidence' of their converſion vy joining 
with us. Many of our families have been heavily 
Hicted, and ſeveral are yet ſo. We are in a good 
| degree at peace among ourſlelves—earneſtly with for 

the Prayers of our Brethren. | "Y 

WADSWORTH. Me are well attended with 
nearers ; but the ſtate of Religion appears but low in 
ſome, though others are zealous for God. 


VISBEACH. Well attended with hearers in 
general, and pcaceable in tac Church. 
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CASES from the CHURCHES. 
Cass I. 1 HE Admiſſion of Fleet Church into this 


Connexion. 


Anſwer. There not being perfect unanimity in our 
Churches reſpecting our beloved Brethren at Fleet, 
we are under the neceſſity of reſpectfully informing 
them, that a final determination cannot take place till 
the next Aſſociation; when it is hoped this matter 
will terminate in an union that will be perfected in 
glory. 

Casz II. Reſpecting defraying the expences at- 
tending Meeting-houſes at Wiſbeach, Wadſworth, 
Melbourne and Kegworth, 


Ans. We recommend their cafes to the confidera- 
tion of the Churches in connexion, and adviſe the 
above four Churches to draw up a ſtatement of their 
caſes, to lay before them as ſoon as their affiſtance is 
wanted. 


Cask III. Is it a fin for a Believer to marry with 
an Unbelicver? 


This Queſtion, with many others connected with it, 
being fully diſcuſſed at Melbourne Aſſociation in 
1782, we refer to the anſwers then given, and ap- 
point that they be inſerted in theſe Minutes. 


CASES 


— _ . W — — 


_—_— 


* Concernins marrying with Unbelievers. 


Queſt. 1. OWL ſuch Queſtions to come before the 
Church at all? 


Aus. Fourtcen Yes. Twelve Neuters. 
©. 2. When? Before, or after Marriage ? 
A. Fourteen Before—Three After Ten Neuter. 


2. 3. Is there any paſſage in the Old Teſtament reſpect- 
ing Marriage, binding upon Chriſtiaus under the Gotpel 
Diſpenſation ? | | 

A. Yes, 8. Neuters, 18, 
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CAsE IV. The Church at Wadſworth having re- 
ceived into their fellowſhip ſuch as were excluded 
from us, the Church at Halifax, without enquiring 
after their character, or requeſting teſtimonials from 
us : we defire your advice in this matter. 


Ans. We think it would have had a more friendly 
appearatice, had the Wadſworth Friends conſulted 


thoſe of Halifax. But as there doth not ſeem to be 


2 flight deſigned, and as it is rather a perplexing 
air, we adviſe and requeſt both Churches to avoid 
any further contention, and not ſuffer a thing of this 
nature to be any cauſe of unhappineſs to them; but 
that they endeavour to live and love as Brethren. 
| : CASE 


8 


2. 4- Which then are thoſe paſlages ? 

A. Thoſe that reſpect the Iſraelites marrying with the 
Canaanites and Hittites. Mal. chap. ii.—Several prohibi- 
tions, forbidding thoſe nearly related, or bearing too cloſe 
affinity in family or blood, &c. Allo the practice of join- 
ing in ſuch Marriages is repreſented, as being the cauſe of 
„ turning away their hearts from the Lord.” It may be 
again obſerved, that theſe injunctions were given by the 
promulgation of the Law. 

. 5. Does 1 Cor. vii. 39. concern any beſides Widows ? 

A. Yes, 24—Neuter, 1. We judge the Text exprefily 
relates to Widows only; but evidently implies an injunc- 
tion to all Chriſtians. 

O. 6. Does the above Text reſpe& the diſpoſition and 
views Believers ſhall have in marriage, or the perſons with 
whom they marry ? | 

A. Twenty-one ſay, It reſpects the Perſon— Two, both. 


D. 7. Does the Prohibition in the above Text amount te 
a poſitive Command ? 


A. Yes, 14—Neuters 4. 


—_ 


D. 8. Are there any other Scriptures where ſuch Marria- 


ges are forbidden? 


A. Five ſuppoſe, Ves: (they ſuppoſe, 2 Cor. vi. 14. 
in particular, ſtrongly implies it) One No—16 Neuters. 


. 9. Are we to judge of the greatneſs or ſmallneſs of 


the evil, by the frequency of its being mentioned, and the 


1 
8 


1 91 
CAsE V. Beg the Brethren of this Aſſoclation will 
conſider how 4 deficiency in the Hymn Books 


ſhall be provided for; and the expenco attending 
them. 


Ans. We apprehend the moſt equal mode is, for 
every Church to pay in proportion to the number of 
books they purchaſe. 


CASE VI. LoxG-Surrox Church, having ſome 
conſiderable time fance received the aſſiſtance of the 


B ; Churches 


_ — Oy 
— 


ſtreſs laid upon it, in the paſſages referring to it in the 
i ? 


. 10. What ſteps are to be taken with ſuch perſons, be- 
fore the caſe comes into the Church, and by whom ? 

A. We think the ſteps to be taken are the common ones; 
ſuch as Exhortation, Admonition, Reproof, &c. It is the 
Elder's duty to do it, or ſee it done; but any Member may 
take theſe brotherly methods : and it ſcems peculiarly pro- 
per for thoſe to be employed in it who are likely to have 
moſt influence—who aremoſt familiar with the perſuns 
concerned, or have moſt experience in thele matters. 


9. 11, Has the Church authority from the Scriptures 


to put a perſon away for this crime only? 


A. If the perſon have in other reſpects been honourable 


in conduct, and apparently fincere of heart; and it be evi- 


A dent from circumilances that he or ſhe does ſincerely believe 


= ſuch Marriage lawful, then to try to convince him or her 


9 of the impropriety and unlawfulneſs of it by Scriptural 


Arguments; but if that ſucceed not, then to leave the mat- 
ter between God and his (or her) conſcience, and {till ſuffer 


them to enjoy Fellowfhip. But if it appear that he (or ſhe) 
= conliders it contrary to Scripture, then, unleis they can be 
brought to Repentance, to exclude them for it. Alſo it is 
recommended that the Perſon, or Perſons informed of ſuch 
2 Marriage being attempted, to make carly enquiry reſpecting 
the certainty of ſuch an attempt, and give information to 
thoſe on whom it is judged incumbcur to take the above- 
eutioned ſteps. 


10 
Gncckes | in Leiceſterſhire, &c. in defraying the ex- 
pences attending building their Meeting-houſe. 


Answer. We refer our Sutton Friends to Brother 
Thompſon for information; who was the perſon that 
received the contributions for them. & 


CASE VII. The Attention of the Aſſociation was 
defired by ſome perſons late Members of the Church & 
at Leiceſter to a circumſtance that they wiſhed to 8 
bring forward; which in the end was referred to af 
Committee, whoſe Report is as follows :— 9 


Having cloſely enquired into the buſineſs, it ap- 1 
pears, Firſt, That there is no neceſſity of laying it 
before the Aſſociation. Secondly, That a Separation, 
in the Church appears almoſt unavoidable ; each party 
being very tenacious of its own views. On the Whole, 
we recommend to both ſides, that they ſtudy to be 
quiet, and endeavour to meet each other, as far as in 
their power. And in particular, to the Majority 1 
that it propoſe a conference, by Deputies on each 
fide; and as a preliminary for Peace, e 
that they, or at leaſt ſome of them, have treated 
their Brethren with too much warmth of expre ſſion, 
and alto precipitancy of conduct, in abruptly exclu-® 5 
ding ſome Members in the Minority. 1 


Agreed to the following F 


PLAN FOR ARRANGING THE PLACES FOR noLDING 
OUR FUTURE ASSOCIATIONS. 


E: THAT our Churches be claſſed into ſeveral ak. 
tricts, and each diſtrict be viſited in the follow. 
ing order, ſo as to form a circle of Eight Years. 


1ſt Year. London Church. 


2d Year. Nottingham and Derby Diſtrict, Eiglg 
Churches: — Derby, Melbourn, IIkiſton, Aſhforis © 
Nottingham, Kirkby-Woodhouſe, Leake, Retford. 


3d Year. Lincolnſhire diſtrict, and its neighboul] 
hood ; 9 Churches, —Killiogholm, Maltby, Kirtot 
Boſſos 
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Boſton, Goſberton, Long -Sutton, Wisbeach, St. Ives, 


Yarmouth. 
4th Year. Leiceſter and Warwickſhire diſtrict, 


8 Churches: — Longford, Birmingham, Hinckley. 
Barton, Leiceſter, Loughborough, Kegworth, and 


Donington. 
sth Year. Yorkſhire and Lancaſhire, 5 Churches. 


Burnley, W adiworth, Queenſhead, Halifax, Long- 
wood. | 


6th Year. Nottingham and Derbyſhire diſtrict. 


7th Year. Lincolnſhire. 
$th Lear. Leiceſterſhire and Warwickſhire. ditto. 


To the Caſes which were of a private nature, An- 
ſwers were ſent to the reſpective Churches from which 


they came. 


Brother DAN TAYLOR is deſired to write the Cir. 
cular Letter for next year. Subject, The Operations 


of the Holy Spirit. | 
The next Aſſociation to be holden at London, the 


laſt Wedneſday and Thurſday in June, 1794. 
Perſons who attend may be accommodated at the 


Talbot Inn, Whitechapel. 
The Perſons appointed to preach are, 
Brother ]. BIRLEY, Fo caſe of {Bro:'t POLLARD, 


Brother BIRLEY, fail Bro: THOMPSON, 
Brother FREESTON, J Auure. Brother BURGESS. 


L E T- 
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E 
To the Churches of GENERAL BAPTISTS : 


ON THE NATURE AND IMPORTANCE OF THE 


Annual Aſſociat ions. 


1— —_— 


— 


Dear Brethren, 


HRO' a kind Providence we are favoured with 
another annual Interview: and, as it is under 
your ſanction, ſo we truſt it will be for your benefit 


that we afſemble. It is our conſolation that this is 


your main deſign; and we truſt we can appeal to paſt 
experience for evidence of the utility of theſe Aſſoci- 
ations. | 
It is a maxim univerſally acknowledged, that Man 
in an individual capacity is incapable of attaining any 
very important object, or rendering any confiderable 
ſervice to Society : but when men of various capaci- 
ries, acquirements, habits and experience, wnize in- 
promoting one common cauſe, there is ſcarce any 
difficulty which they cannot ſurmount, or any defign 
they cannot by perſeverance accompliſh. This 1s 
abuncantly evinced in all the Arts, Trade, and Com- 
merce. In civil, political, and religious Societies, 
it will appear, that if any conſiderable progreſs has 
been made, or any important. end obtained, it has 
been by the combination of vigorous exertions. 
Our bleſſed Redeemer and Maſter, in laying the 
plan for the promotion of his intereſt, and the eſtab- 
Iihmnenr of his kingdom in the world, has acted in 
this view, exactly in agreement with this principle. 
He no ſooner entered on his public miniſtry, than he 
choſe ſome Colleagues or Aitociates—not indeed to 
aft him by their counſel, but to train them up to 
aſſiſt one another. 


We 


29 


C3 


We may grant, however, that there is not ſufficient 
evidence in the New Teſtament, that Provincial Aſ- 
ſemblies were held, in the apoſtolic age, in the man- 
ner we now hold them; yet it feems pretty clear that 
the Apoſtles themſelves aſſembled on certain occaſions 
to confer about the affairs of the Churches: (See Acts 
xv.) If Paul, Barnabas, and others, therefore, were 
deputed by their brethren of the Church at Antioch 
to aſſociate with the Apoſtles and Elders of Jeruſa- 
lem; how much more will the propriety and neceſſi- 
ty of ſuch meetings appear to us, who do not enjoy 
their powers? *The Churches, let it be here obſerv- 
were entirely independent. They ſubmitted to no 
foreign jurisdiftion. And tho? the Churches found- 
ed by the Apoſtles had this particular deference paid 
to them, that they were conſulted in difficult and 
doubtful cafes; yet they had no judicial authority, 
no fort of ſupremacy over the others, nor the leaſt 
right to enact laws for them: Nothing, on the con- 
trary is more evident than the perfect Equality that 
reigned among the primitive Churches; nor does 
there even appear in the firſt century, the ſmalleſt 
trace of that Afociation of Provincial Aſſemblies, 
from which Councils and Metropolitans derive their 
origin, It was only in the ſecond century that the 


cuſtom of holding councils commenced in Greece, 
from whence it ſoon ſpread through the other pro- 


vinces®,” 

During a great part of the 2d century, the churches 
of CHRISFH had no other bond of union than that of 
Love. * Each Aſſembly was a little tate, govern- 
ed by its own laws, which were either enacted or ap- 
proved by the Society. But in proceſs of time, all 
the Chriſtian churches: of a province were formed 
into one large eccleſiaſtical body, which like confe- 
derare ſtares, afſembled at certain times, in order to 
deliberate about the common Intereſts of the whole. 

| Among 


* Motteim's Eceleſ. Hiſt. Vol. I. new edit. by Maclaine, p. 107. 
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Among the Greeks, this confederacy of ſtates was 
very common. Their Aſſemblies were compoſed of 
the Deputies from each reſpective State. But theſe 
ecclefiaſtical Aſſociations were not long confined to 
the Greeks: their great utility was no ſooner per- 
ceived, than they became univerſal, and were formed 
in all places where the Goſpel had been planted. 
To theſe Aſſemblies, in which the Deputies, or Com 
miſſfioners of ſeveral Churches, conſulted together: 
the name of Synods was appropriated by the Greeks, 
and tliat of Councils by the Latins; and the laws 
that were enacted in theſe general meetings were 
called canons, 1. e. rules *.“ g 

It is a fact, however, which ought not to be con- 
cealed, that, great as the utility of theſe Aſſemblies 
was, both to the Miniſters and their reſpective Church- | 
es, they became a ſource of evil to both, by the abuſe 
of them. The deputies aſſumed dominion, and the 
privileges of the people were infringed. They ſoon 
commenced Lawgivers : and the People had nothin 
to do but obey. The Prefidents exalted themſelves 
into Archbiſhops, and exerciſed their authority, not 
only over the Laity, but likewiſe over the Miniſters 
themſelves. This laid the foundation for the Hie- 
rarchy of the Church of Rome; and it is too well 


known, how aſſid uous ſucceſſive Builders have been * 


to heighten and aggrandize this ſtately edifice. | 

From this view of their origin and effects, ſome of 
our brethren may be inclined to condemn our annual 
Aſſociations. They will, however, grant, that the 


abuſe of any thing is not a ſufficient plea for its re- > 


jection, We ought to examine whether what we 
plead for be good in itſelf, if properly conducted; 
and if it be, to purſue it with zeal, and beware of 
the abuſes. 2 

We think it will admit of no diſpute that Repre- 
ſentative Aſſemblies are almoſt eſſential to the perpe- 

tuity 


* Moſheim's Eccl. Hiſt, Vol. I. p. 147, 148. 
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tuity of any cauſe whatever : at leaſt that they have 
very great influence on the proſperity of ſuch cauſe. 
Can it be imagined, that the people cal e Quakers, 
would ever have acquired ſuch importance as a diſtinct 
Society, had every one of their Aſſemblies been totally 
unconnected with the reſt, or had they neglected that 
friendly intercourſe they ſtill carry on with almoſt 
every Society in the world? Can we believe that 
Metbodism would ever have ſpread ſo univerſally, had 
Mr. WizsLEY and his preachers never aflociated ? 
Is it not evident that the people called Preſbyterians, 
have in many parts of this nation declined, and their 


Intereſt almoſt been loſt, where they have been un- 


connected with other Churches of the ſame deſcrip- 


tion? Is it not a glaring fact, that among the old 
General Baptiſts, their Cauſe in many places was 


nearly extinct, through the inattention of their Miniſ- 
ters, and others to theſe meaſures? And, we may add, 


that much of the ſucceſs of the New connexion of 
General Baptiſts, is owing to the love and zeal of their 
Miniſters and Menwbers, and their frequent confe- 
rences with each other. | 

As we conceive the above Remarks carry their 
own evidence with them, ſo we think you will per- 
mit us further to urge the importance of attending 


theſe meetings with all poſſible diligence. 


Having pointed out the utility of Aſſociate Bodies 
in general, we beg leave to remind you of their im- 
portance in the propagation of Religion. 

1. You cannot be ignorant, Brethren, that the ſtate 
of mankind is very deplorable, till improved by the 
Goſpel. You lament, with us, that-ſo many are yet 
under the influence of fin, are ſtrangers to peace, ene- 
mies to Gop, and expoſed to the miſeries of Hell, 
and alas! are yet ignorant of it. You know, it is an 
arduous taſk, © ro turn them from darkneſs to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God.” The feeble 
efforts of an individual are not likely to accompliſh 
much. We all need afliſtance by inſtruction, by ex- 


ample; 
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Ample ; by a mutual communication of our difficul- 
ties, our eſcapes, and our failures. And moſt of us, 
\ by mutual intercourſe, may be able to contribute a 
A confiderable ſhare toward the more effectual propa. 
gation of the goſpel. And, O how happy ſhall 
we be, if by our united, though feeble endeavours, 
accompanied with the bleffing of God, the miſery 
of any of our fellow creatures is prevented, and 
their happineſs ſecured! If men aſſociate for the 
purpoſe of improving the Arts, and adding to the 
ſtock of temporal knowledge and happineſs ; how 
much more important to unite in promoting the high- 


and which will iſſue in the everlaſting felicity of all 
thoſe who poſſeſs and improve it. | 
2. Befides our common appellation as Chriſtians, 
and the importance of  affociating to promote one 
common cauſe, we have our peculiar views of Chriſ- 
rianity, in its doctrines and in its practices; and which 
we think it is our duty to promote. And though 
ſome may be inclined to think theſe peculiarities of 
very trifling conſequence, yet there are few perfons 
who do not confider their particular opinions of ſome, 


world is thus conſtituted, that we do not think with 
uniformity in religion, any more than in any branch 
of ſcience ; it ſeems wiſely ordered of Providence, 
that men are diſpoſed to parcel themſelves out in 
various religious Communities. Let each good man 

then enjoy his own birthright unmoleſted, and let all 
the children of God that can aſſimulate with others, 
ule their beſt efforts to maintain their own hypotheſis, 
« till we all come, in the unity of the Faith, and of 
« the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
c man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the fullneſs 
of Chriſt.” Epheſ. iv. 13. 

3. Were we not to aſſemble, in ſome ſuch form as 
this, it would not be poſſible to obtain that know- 
ledge we now do, of the ſtate of the ſeveral Churches 

a which 


eſt knowledge of which the human mind is capable, 


though not of the greateſt importance. Now, as the 
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which enter into our views of Religion, and conſe- 

quently could not either give or receive the affiſtance 
required : and in many inſtances many of our Church- 

es would not only decay, and our particular intereſt 

ſoffer, but it would materially injure the general 

Cauſe of Religion. We therefore ſtrongly recom- 

mend it to our brethren, to be more zealous in their 

future attendance, that a more general knowledge 
may be obtained, and a more extenfive good be ef- 
tected. 

4. It will not be improper to remind our brethren, 
that, as Miniſters of the Goſpel, and Repreſentatives 
of the Churches, we experience mutual benefit, as 
well as pleaſure, in theſe annual Interviews. We feel 
our hearts warmed afreſh with love and zeal; we 
find our hands ſtrengthened, notwithſtanding our 
many diſcouragements ; and we can the more joyful- 
ly anticipate the day, when we ſhall meet the General 
Aſſembly and Church of the firſt-born, in Heaven. 

5. You will permit us to remonſtrate againſt the 
too common practice of ſending Letters inſtead of 
Repreſentatives. For though Letters may expreſs 
tho ſtate of the Churches thar ſend them ; yer theſe 
Churches deprive the reſt of the benefit which would 
be derived by the preſence, the arguments, and the 
votes of their Repreſentatives : and thus the few who 
do the buſineſs, frequently incur the cenſure which 
belongs to thoſe who are abſent. This is extremely 
diſcouraging to thoſe who labour moſt in the Cauſe, 
and cannotfail in the iſſue of being highly prejudicial 
to the whole connexion. | | 
6. It frequently happens, that in ſome of our 
Churches there are young men raiſed up, who ſeem 
to poſſeſs talents for uſefulneſs in the miniſtrv, and 
whoſe abilities would in a meafure be loſt, becauſe 
the Society to which they belong do not necd their 
labours, and therefore do not afford them ſufficient 
encouragement, Now, by our Afﬀociations, theſe 
men become known to other Churches, who want 
C ; their 


5 — 
, - A 


_ % *. 1 > 4 , THE -_” 'Y . * 1 * 7. 4 
| "pre o, n Hf 
2 £ * * * = * * 1 3 ** . a 1 © 


OY 4 e 4 po . . 3 
i 
5 U 2 2 * —- 


1. FF 8 4 PS 
6 - 7. ; 8 by 50 ? . FP, 
1 7 J — 8 bw #: 1 
ogy * = - 4 

— pe 


2 ＋ 2 
5 N + 4 4 bf : - 
* 3 8 4 5 


60 
their Aſſiſtance; and they, in due time, are invited to 
exerciſe their abilities, with comtort to themſelves, 
and to the ſatisfaction and laſting advantage of many 
who hear them. 

7. It is well known alſo, how much our Churches 
have affiſted each other in their ſecular concerns. 
Many places of worſhip have been erected in various 
parts of the kingdom, and which could never have 
been built, had 1t not been through the intercourſe 
eſtabliſhed by theſe annual meetings. Many poor 
and afflicted Miniſters have been ſupplied ; many ex- 
penſive Law-ſuits have been eaſed to Churches and 
Individuals ; and many public Benefactions have been 
rendered eminently ufetul :—which in a great de- 
gree mult be attributed to the ſame cauſe. 


It may be objected, as has often been the caſe, 
that the Aſſociations are attended with a heavy ex- 
pence to the Churches: And this 1s indeed with 
many diſtant poor Societies, an objection of a ſerious 
nature. But we beg leave, Brethren, to offer a few 
conſiderations, which we think will, in a meaſure, re- 
move 1t. 

I. There cannot be the leaſt doubt that the Con- 
nexion at large, is well able to ſupport whatever ex- 
pence.is incurred by the Aſſociation, even though it 
were much heavier than it is : and therefore if a plan 
could be adopted for conſolidating and equalizing 
the expences, in proportion to the ability of each 
Church, their diſtance from the center, &c. the ex- 
pences would not, to ſome Churches be near ſo tormi- 
dable : and though ſome others would have a heavier 
burthen, yet they being better able to bear it, would 
in ſuch a caſe diſcharge an important duty of bene- 
volence towards their weak and necefhrous brethren. 

2. Be ſides this, a plan is now adopted for the more 
equal diſtribution ot travelling, &c. by lay ing out 
the Churches in proper diſtricts, and fixing the Aſſo- 
ciation, as well as circumſtances will allow, to ſuit 
the coavenicncy of the ſeveral Churches in connexion. 
3. Further, 


( 19 ) 
3. Further, we conceive that there is not ſo much 
reaſon to complain of the expence, when it is con- 
ſidered that the Churches chooſe their own Repreſen- 
tatives, and no doubt ſuch on whom they can depend 
for economy; and who themſelves certainly ſuffer 
the greateſt inconveniency, though their expences be 
paid, by the loſs of their time, the neglect of their 
buſineſs, and damage to their cloaths. 


Finally. We cannot take our leave, without ear- 
neſtly intreating our Brethren to reflect on the pre- 
ceding Arguments—of The Neceſiity and Utility of 
ASSOCIATE Bop1Es in general. For the ſuperior im- 
ks" of Religion—the promotion of our diſtinct. 

ntereſt, and the welfare of our churches in general, 
as well as the pleaſing proſpect of doing univerſal 
Good, which- may and will extend, even to future 
generations—we exhort you ſeriouſly to regard the 
advice we have ventured to give, We claim no au- 
thority over you, and have no purpoſes to ſerve, but 
your uſefulneſs and happineſs, and the glory of God. 
Alf you were to retrench your unneceſſary diſburſe- 
ments, and eſtabliſh a Fund for the purpoſe, the end 
might eafily be gained, and we truſt you would reap 
advantages ſufficient to requite all your labour, and 
abundantly compenſate all the expences. 


Signed in behalf of 


the Aſſociation, B. POLLARD, Moderator. 


DAN TAYLOR, Chairman. 
| ; 
W. BURGESS. 
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